
Archéoastronomie 4         1/12        http://www.mementoslangues.fr/ 

A Discovery That Defies the Bronze Age: Unusual Metal Artifact Found in China May Have Extraterrestrial 
Origins 
 
https://arkeonews.net/a-discovery-that-defies-the-bronze-age-unusual-metal-artifact-found-in-china-may-have-extraterrestrial-origins/ 
 

 
 
A groundbreaking archaeological discovery in southwestern China is reigniting global curiosity about ancient technologies—and even the possibility of 
materials originating beyond Earth. At the center of this debate is a mysterious metal object uncovered at the renowned Sanxingdui archaeological site, 
a location already famous for rewriting what historians know about early Chinese civilization. 

Now, this latest find is challenging long-held assumptions about metallurgy during the Shang Dynasty, suggesting that ancient societies may have 
worked with materials far more advanced—or unusual—than previously believed. 
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A Discovery That Defies the Bronze Age 
The artifact, labeled K7QW-TIE-1, was excavated from Pit No. 7, one of several sacrificial pits at Sanxingdui. Measuring approximately 20 centimeters 
in length, the object resembles an elongated axe or tool. While its shape alone drew interest, it was the composition that truly stunned researchers. 

Initial testing revealed that the object contains more than 90% iron and approximately 7.41% nickel—an extremely rare combination for artifacts dating 
back to the Bronze Age (3000–1200 BCE). At that time, iron smelting technology had not yet developed in China, making the existence of such an 
object highly unusual. 

The findings, published in Archaeological Research in Asia, suggest that this artifact could not have been manufactured using known techniques of the 
era. 

The Nickel Clue: Evidence from Space? 
What truly sets this discovery apart is the presence and distribution of nickel within the object. Advanced analysis using scanning electron microscopy 
revealed something extraordinary: nickel levels reaching around 20% were distributed uniformly throughout the material. 

This kind of chemical homogeneity is nearly impossible to achieve with early metallurgical processes. Even much later civilizations struggled to create 
such evenly mixed alloys. 

Scientists point out that iron and nickel diffuse at different rates during smelting, making this level of consistency extremely difficult without modern 
technology. As a result, researchers began considering an alternative explanation—one that points to outer space. 

Meteorites are known to contain high levels of nickel-rich iron. This has led experts to hypothesize that the artifact may have been crafted from 
meteoritic material that fell to Earth thousands of years ago. 

A Structure Formed Beyond Earth 
Further supporting this theory is the object’s internal structure. Microscopic examination revealed equiaxed ferrite grains—crystalline formations that 
typically occur only when metal cools extremely slowly over long periods. 

Such conditions are not found on Earth but are characteristic of the vacuum of space, where metallic meteorites form and cool over millions of years. 

This evidence strongly suggests that the material was not smelted but instead shaped directly from a meteorite fragment. In other words, ancient 
artisans may have worked with a piece of metal that literally fell from the sky. 
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Provenance of the K7QW-TIE-1 artefact and associated fragments from Pit 7 at Sanxingdui. a-1. Top-down view of the artefact-bearing deposit in Pit 7; 
a-2. Relative location of K7QW-TIE-1 within the pit; b. The three detached fragments from K7QW-TIE-1, arranged from left to right as Fragment 1–3. 
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Tool, Ritual Object, or Both? 
While the composition of the artifact is becoming clearer, its purpose remains a subject of debate. 

Unlike other ancient Chinese objects that combine bronze and iron, this piece is entirely monometallic and shows no visible decoration. Its hardness, 
however, indicates it could have been used as a cutting or carving tool—possibly to refine the intricate bronze masks and sculptures for which 
Sanxingdui is famous. 

At the same time, its discovery within a sacrificial pit suggests it may have held ritual or symbolic significance. In many ancient cultures, materials from 
the sky were considered sacred, often associated with divine power or cosmic meaning. 

Researchers believe that both practical and spiritual uses may have coexisted, especially given the rarity of meteoritic iron during that period. 

A Rare Find in a Global Context 
Although meteoritic iron artifacts have been discovered in other parts of the world, such as Spain’s ancient Villena Treasure, they remain extremely 
rare. In China, only about 13 such objects have been identified to date, most of them concentrated in northern regions. 

The Sanxingdui artifact stands out as the largest of its kind ever found in the country—and the oldest in southwestern China. This makes it a crucial 
piece in understanding regional differences in ancient metallurgical practices. 

Interestingly, while northern Chinese artifacts often combine meteoritic iron with bronze, the Sanxingdui object is entirely composed of iron, suggesting 
a distinct technological or cultural approach in the region. 

Preservation and Future Research 
Due to centuries of corrosion, the artifact is in a fragile state. It was carefully removed along with surrounding soil and transported to a conservation 
laboratory at the Sanxingdui Museum, where it is currently being preserved under strict conditions. 

Scientists hope that future studies using more advanced, non-invasive technologies will help determine the exact type of meteorite from which the 
object originated. However, preservation concerns may limit further sampling. 

Redefining Ancient Innovation 
This discovery is more than just a fascinating anomaly—it has the potential to reshape our understanding of early human ingenuity. 

If confirmed as meteoritic in origin, the artifact demonstrates that ancient civilizations were not only aware of rare natural materials but also capable of 
skillfully shaping them into functional or symbolic objects. 

It also highlights the uniqueness of the Sanxingdui culture, which continues to surprise researchers with its advanced craftsmanship and distinct 
traditions. 
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As investigations continue, one thing is certain: this remarkable object serves as a powerful reminder that the ancient world still holds secrets capable of 
challenging modern assumptions—and perhaps even connecting humanity’s past with the cosmos itself. 

Haichao Li, Zishu Yang, Yuniu Li, Jiahui Liu, Yu Lei, Honglin Ran, The earliest meteoritic iron artefact of the Chinese Bronze Age discovered at 
Sanxingdui, Southwest China. Archaeological Research in Asia, Volume 46, June 2026, 100692. doi.org/10.1016/j.ara.2026.100692 
 

三星 sānxīng les 3 étoiles (de la ceinture d'Orion ou les 
3 divinités) (sānxīng) 

堆 duī tas, pile, mont, tertre, empiler (duī) 

三星堆 Sānxīngduī site archéologique de l'âge du bronze 
dans le Sìchuān (Sānxīngduī) 

遗址 yízhǐ site, vestiges de monuments anciens 
(yízhǐ) 

三星堆遗址 Sānxīngduī Yízhǐ Site de Sānxīngduī (Sānxīngduī Yízhǐ) 

成都 Chéngdū Chéngdū capitale de la province du 
Sìchuān 
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War and Exodus in the Mysterious Kingdom: New Clues to Sanxingdui’s Bronze Age Collapse 
 
https://arkeonews.net/war-and-exodus-in-the-mysterious-kingdom-new-clues-to-sanxingduis-bronze-age-collapse/ 
 

 
Sanxingdui Gold Mask excavated in 2021 
 
A bold new theory is reshaping how scholars view one of China’s most enigmatic archaeological sites. According to Professor Sun Hua of Peking 
University, internal strife at Sanxingdui, the capital of the ancient Shu kingdom, may have triggered mass migration, the destruction of city walls, and the 
disappearance of ritual spaces some 3,000 years ago. 

Speaking at a recent academic forum in Sichuan, Sun argued that a war for political and religious control divided Sanxingdui during its later cultural 
phase. “Evidence suggests that this war was likely an internal conflict within the Sanxingdui state, and the group most severely affected appears to have 
been the theocratic aristocracy in charge of religious and ritual affairs,” Sun was quoted as saying. 
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A City of Masks and Mysteries 

Sanxingdui, located in Deyang, Sichuan province, is widely regarded as one of the greatest archaeological discoveries of the 20th century. First 
uncovered in the 1920s and dramatically revealed in the 1980s, the site stunned researchers with its monumental bronzes—oversized masks with 
staring eyes, towering trees cast in bronze, and gold scepters that bore no resemblance to anything found in the Central Plains dynasties. 

Archaeologists have identified three cultural phases at Sanxingdui. The earliest saw the rise of walled settlements along the Chengdu Plain, while the 
middle phase marked its transformation into a flourishing capital of the Shu kingdom. The final phase, however, shows signs of disruption: city walls 
broken, water systems altered, construction halted, and the sudden burial of ritual pits filled with bronzes, jade, gold, and ivory. 

Sun interprets this sequence as evidence of civil war. The defeated faction—likely the ritual elite who oversaw sacrificial ceremonies—lost both political 
and spiritual authority. Survivors either moved into the smaller northwestern city within Sanxingdui or abandoned the capital altogether, spreading 
across the Sichuan Basin. 

 
Chinese archaeologists revealed fresh, important finds at the Sanxingdui Ruins site in southwest China’s Sichuan Province on 2021, from pits No. 3, 
No. 4, No. 7, and No. 8. 

http://www.mementoslangues.fr/
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Treasures and Sacrificial Pits 

Since 1986, archaeologists have excavated eight large pits at the site, each containing hundreds of extraordinary objects. These include life-sized 
bronze heads with protruding eyes, masks overlaid with gold foil, elephant tusks, finely worked jades, and intricate bronze trees believed to have been 
ritual symbols connecting heaven and earth. 

Radiocarbon dating now places four of the pits, including the largest, between 1200 and 1010 BC—a period overlapping with the late Shang dynasty of 
northern China. The decision to bury such precious artifacts remains one of archaeology’s great puzzles. Were they offerings to the gods, emergency 
concealments during crisis, or symbolic closures of a city in decline? 

Sanxingdui and the Shang: Two Worlds, One Era 

The Sanxingdui civilisation coexisted with the Shang dynasty, often called China’s first historically documented dynasty. While the Shang left oracle 
bone inscriptions—the earliest known Chinese writing—no written records have yet been found at Sanxingdui. This absence deepens its mystery: a 
state advanced enough to cast massive bronzes somehow left no texts to explain its worldview. 

Although contemporaneous, the two societies diverged in remarkable ways. Shang bronzes typically carried inscriptions and were used in ancestral 
rituals involving wine and food offerings. By contrast, Sanxingdui’s artifacts reveal a different spiritual landscape: masks with exaggerated eyes may 
reflect beliefs in divine vision, while bronze trees could symbolize cosmic connections. Some scholars suggest that Sanxingdui’s rituals centered on 
shamanistic practices and fertility cults distinct from the ancestor worship of the Shang. 

A little-known fact is that the Shang and Shu regions were not isolated. Archaeological evidence shows the movement of jade, ivory, and even elephant 
bones between Sichuan and the Central Plains. This suggests trade or diplomacy, and possibly rivalry, between the two civilizations. Yet while the 
Shang kings meticulously recorded divinations, Sanxingdui’s silence remains deafening. 
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Giant bronze mask. 

A Population in Motion 

Sun Hua emphasized that the cultural transition at Sanxingdui was marked by shifts in architecture and burial practices, pointing to a large-scale 
population replacement. As he explained, newcomers from other cultures entered the Chengdu Plain during this period, altering the demographic 
composition of the region. These waves of migration likely transformed Sanxingdui from a grand capital into a secondary city, paving the way for later 
centers of power such as Jinsha, just 50 kilometers away. 

The dispersal of people from Sanxingdui may explain the sudden appearance of new settlements across the Sichuan Basin, signifying a fresh stage of 
social development in the region. 

http://www.mementoslangues.fr/
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Modern Echoes of an Ancient Collapse 

Today, Sanxingdui is more than an archaeological site—it is a symbol of China’s ancient diversity and an engine of cultural diplomacy. Digital 
exhibitions are now bringing its treasures to global audiences, including artifacts too fragile or valuable to travel overseas. 

As research continues, archaeologists hope to solve the riddle of why Sanxingdui fell. Was it purely internal strife, environmental pressures such as 
flooding or earthquakes, or contact with external rivals? Whatever the answer, the story of Sanxingdui shows how even the mightiest Bronze Age 
civilizations could fracture from within. 

For now, the broken walls and buried bronzes stand as silent witnesses to a forgotten war that changed the fate of China’s mysterious Shu kingdom. 
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1-meter tall bronze statue found in China’s Sanxingdui Ruins-Video 
 
https://arkeonews.net/1-meter-tall-bronze-statue-found-in-chinas-sanxingdui-ruins-video/ 
 
Chinese archaeologists have discovered a 1-meter tall bronze statue at the site of ancient Sanxingdui ruins site in southwest China’s Sichuan Province. 

The Sichuan Provincial Cultural Relics and Archaeology Research Institute held a press conference at the Sanxingdui Museum on Monday to announce 
the results of archaeological excavation at the Sanxingdui site, a major project of “Archaeological China.” 

The sacrificial area of the ruins is basically confirmed. The Shang Dynasty(1600 BC-1046 BC) relics distributed in the sacrificial area are all related to 
sacrificial activities, covering an area of nearly 13,000 square meters. 

The sacrificial area includes the No. 1 pit, the No. 2 pit excavated in 1986, and the six pits newly discovered between 2020 and 2022. The eight pits are 
surrounded by rectangular trenches, small circular, and rectangular sacrificial pits, as well as trenches in the south and buildings in the northwest. 
 

 
Large bronze figurine among relics freshly unearthed from China's Sanxingdui Ruins: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hl98IyDf-cs 
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A large bronze figurine was unearthed from the Sanxingdui Ruins, along with other relics, as archaeologists continue excavations on the No. 7 and No. 
8 sacrificial pits at the site revered as one of the greatest archaeological finds of the 20th century. 

So far, around 13,000 items buried for more than 3,000 years have been unearthed from the six pits. 

Archaeologists are currently at a crucial stage of excavation with pits 7 and 8. The bronze figure is the only large intact human figurine retrieved from 
No. 8, which has unveiled more buried treasures. 

The standing bronze figure is about one meter tall, physically strong in arms and legs, and dresses in ancient traditional attire. The figure appears to be 
holding thin bronze ware and carries a lei  (an ancient wine vessel), an ancient wine container, and ceremonial ware. 

A bronze altar was discovered in a sacrificial pit last weekend. According to CGTN‘s news, the Bronze altar is about a meter high and is decorated with 
mythical creatures. There are also important finds in another pit where large amounts of bronze fragments and jade items were found. 
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